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Introduction:

CasteWatchUK is an independent, voluntary organisation registered with the Charity Commission. Our main
aims are to raise awareness of Caste discrimination in the United Kingdom (UK) and to strive for appropriate
legal, social and democratic remedies. Since its formal launch in July 2004, CasteWatchUK has worked on a
broad front, to raise awareness of caste-based discrimination in the UK. We sought consultation with the
Department for Education & Skills; provided input into consultations on the Home Office's White Paper Strength
in Diversity; provided feedback to the government's Community & Faiths Unit and made submissions to the
Discrimination Law Review. We have also networked with a number of community groups, faith groups, human
rights groups, academic institutions, trade unions, voluntary & statutory organisations and continue to raise the
profile of Caste based discrimination and its impact on British society. We continue to lobby the social and
political classes in the United Kingdom & provide a public platform to victims of Caste discrimination through
personal contacts, educational institutions and community groups. We organised a number of conferences in
various cities in this respect giving effect to concerns raised, including a conference called “Caste Discrimination
& British Law” held in November the UK Parliament.

Caste Away Arts (www.casteawayarts.com) is the artistic wing of CasteWatchUK and has been an
invaluable help in campaigning for equality, human rights and breaking down social barriers through theatre.
They have successfully managed to shed light on issues that aren't normally talked about, particularly in the
British-Asian community, by including true stories in their work. Caste discrimination in the UK can be seen in
temples, schools, places of higher education, community centres, social clubs, places of employment and
services in the UK where people from Indian and Pakistani Diaspora are working, resulting in caste based
bullying, leading to inferiority complex and low self esteem in victims. This maltreatment prevents victims from
achieving their full potential and making their due contribution to British society. Caste Away Arts has written a
stage play called “The Fifth Cup”- based on true life experiences of caste discrimination collected from research
conducted by CasteWatchUK and Caste Away Arts. The Fifth Cup has been successfully staged in London,
Birmingham, Southall and Leicester. The performances with packed audiences were a clear signal of the power
of the play in highlighting the devastating effect caste discrimination has on its victims and urgent need for
finding solutions.

The purpose of the Conference with its respective theme of “Caste and Indian Christian Diaspora” was to
provide an opportunity to the Indian Christian community in the UK to raise concerns that they have about how
the Caste System affects their communities. Since the advent of CasteWatchUK and the subsequent public
debate that we unleashed, the Hindus specifically have accused the Christians of proselytising a particular
section of the Hindus. In each and every media broadcast, press releases and hurriedly conducted Caste
Research Reports, the Hindus did not miss a single opportunity to bring this aspect to the forefront going to the
extent of accusing CasteWatchUK of being manipulated by Christians for their conversion agenda. Hindus have
now to thank themselves that Indian Christians have awakened to the ground realities of Caste. The community
now feel that it should express its abhorrence of the Caste System and related prejudice. Indian Christians are
converts from Hinduism. The community feels challenged by prevalence of Caste notions and wishes to air its
grievances in a public forum. Being a secular organisation, CasteWatchUK has an overarching theme to raise
awareness of Caste based discrimination. We are happy to provide a platform to any community that wishes to
raise issues relating to caste without promoting a particular religion, sect or creed. The objective of the
conference, unashamedly, was to mobilise communities so that the legal apparatus of this country does not lose
sight of the prevalence of Caste prejudice and that Caste is seen as a menace to social harmony in Britain. The
Indian Christian community has felt marginalised especially in the context of recent atrocities committed on
Christians in India. This was an effort by CasteWatchUK to enable the Indian Christian community to raise
Caste as an issue affecting the Christian Community and demonstrate its unequivocal abhorrence of Caste
practices and Caste unacceptability in modern Britain.

It is unfortunate that decades of exposure to British Values has failed to change the rigid caste prejudiced mind
set of British Hindus. Community groups that are victims of caste discrimination, are disappointed with Hindu
opposition to our campaign for rooting out caste discrimination from British Society. Instead of joining us in
promoting social equality and community cohesion, Hindu organisations have published fabricated reports
suggesting that Christians are responsible for stirring up the caste problems in UK. Reluctance to accept their
social responsibility and denial of caste discrimination practices, which even their reports suggest go on in the
UK, aggravates the seriousness of the situation. Change in the “Anti Discrimination Law” by inclusion of
“Caste” in the Single Equality Bill is the first step and the only sure way of ensuring that human rights
of British Citizens are not undermined by undesirable elements in the British Society.
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Conference Programme:
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Welcome : DbDavinder Prasad, General Secretary, CasteWatchUK

Davinder Prasadextended welcome to the guest speakers and the delegates. He pointed out that a
published programme and Press Release for the conference were in the welcome pack of all the delegates.
Health & Safety announcements were made and emergency procedure foaewmation in case of fire or

any other incident were read out to the delegates. He also mentioned that Mr Satpal Muman, Chairman of
CasteWatchUK had to be in India on an important personal business and invited Mr Jagdish Rai, Vice
Chairman to the stageHethen introduced Rakesh Alexander and said that CasteWatchUK has requested
him to be the Conference Chairman. Rakes¥as invited to the stage and was requested to commence the
proceedings of the conference.

Conference opening: Ramesh Alexander

Good morning ladies and gentlemen. My name Ramesh Alexander and | am the chairman of this
conference. On behalf ofaste watchUK and Indian Christians | would like to welcome you all. My special
thanks go outto our guestspeakers who have taken time at of their very busy schedules to be here

Christianity was introduced in South India, in the first century by St. Thomas. My research has led me to
believe that he went there because of the Jew traders, but while he was in India he conedmpeople fram
the low caste groupsnto Christians. However, in North and Central India, Christianity was introduced by
the British Raj and Missionaries. Many of the people who were converted wevestims of the caste
prejudice and were calleduntouchables. This wastheir way of escaping Caste discrimination, allowing
them to be financially better off gaining free education and enabling them to gain a her status within
the society prevalent at the time of British Raj

| came across a story where a British officewas stationed in North India with his family and who was
assigned to do a survey on how the people who work for the British feel about the conditions. A ygun
Indian Christian calledTajo, whowas 25& worked for this British officer wasalways happy. Tle officer
decided to ask him how he felt about working for the British. He was asked to write a diary, and in this
diary it talks about how hefelt working for the British. Teju wrote about how he felt free and the officer
ACOEAA AOxBHA®® | AAlA AWk B AdBnibuchable and my family for centuries could
not go into the temples, wevere not allowed access to educationwe had nochuman rights, and we were
giventhe name Qntouchable® and nobody wanted tocome into contact with us. Howeer, since |
started working for you | could eat with your family, | could drink from the same drinking vessels, | could
send my children to English schools, and could actually go to the place of worship where the people who
ruled the country go to worship. Ifelt for the first time that | was also human andlid not feel
discriminated, or feel that | was an Untouchable, and that is the reason behind saying that | was happy
AT A Z£OAAS8OG

In the Christian religion there is no Caste system. Therefore, many @tians may agree with the fact that

the Caste system is not an issue for them. Although we are from a number of generations of converted
Christians, we are still seen as untouchides by the High Caste peopl@ India. We migrated to Britain in

OEA A Gpnd O AO0T 1 )1 AEA8 (1 xAOAOR xA EAA | AT U POT A
discrimination. The British Government bought out legislation in order to protect ugrom Racial

discrimination , but the Caste discrimination within the Indian Community has been more or less

brushed asideand authorities have conveniently turned a blind eyeTo see the sole presence of the Caste

system working in Britain today, you only have to listen to Bhangra music to see how it is working.

Britain has foughttwo world was so that men can be free and treated equally without persecution and
free to practice their faiths. Although we live in a multicultural society, even today there is a very strong
presence of Caste digimination in this country. It does not mater whether Castediscrimination affects
one person, or a hundred thousand people, the government has a duty to protect them. This is why |
believe that the single equality bill should include Caste discriminationln modern Britain, there is no
room for Caste discrimination.
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Conference Speeches by Guest Speakers :

Councillor Ram Lakha:

Councillor Lakha was the Deputy Lord Mayor in 2004 when he was the Chief Guest and Launched
#AOOA7AOAE5S+ ET OEA ET AOCOOAT Ai T £ZAOAT AA ET *0OIl U
Lakha served as Lord Mayor for City of Coventry in 20086 and he made peace and equality as the main

theme for his Mayoral year. He and worked hard to promote equality, peace and social harmony in the

City of Coventry. He has personal experiences of caste discrimination in India and again in the UK and his
speeches and his proposed solutions are based on his real life experiences.

Key points from his speech:

As ExLord Mayor of Coventry, he extended welcome to all the invited guests to the City of Coventry. Mr
Lakha also experienced castdiscrimination in his political career in the UK and with his sheer
determination he managed to deal with this issue and served as Lord Mayor of Coventry in 2005.
Councillor Lakhaspoke aout history of caste discriminationwhich was there in India from pre-historic
times. Nomatt er where the “Indian Cul t ur. &d maites whichtréligonpr obl
is linked with Indian culture, caste problem chases that society. Indian Christians are also the victims of
this cultural problem. We know that BNP is still active Bre on similar but modified lines. So is theaste
problem. It is the power struggle by usingthe concept of superiority and inferiority on the basis of
birth, colour or even faith inheritance which is gproblem. For a better future, we must oppose that
concept with full vigour for the development of equal respect and equal opportunities for all. |

hope the new Equality Bill will be able to address all kind of problems to eradicate discrimination here in
Britain and will make it ever Greater.

Samuel Masih:

3Ai OA1 - AOEE EO ' AT AOAI 3AAOAOAOU T &£ A OAOU EI Bl OC
#EOEOOEAT #i11AAOT 68 )T pwwyh OEA AOOT AEOGEAO 11 )
International mediaand the whole world was shocked at the uncivilised behaviour of right wing Hindu
Fundamentalists in India. Indian Christian brotherhood in Great Britain united in condemnation of this
barbaric treatment of innocent victims from IndianChristian community in India. Samuel along with

I OEAO 1 AAAAOO &I 01 AAA O) 1T AEAT #EOEOOEAT #1171 AAOT G
AAAT A OAPEOEIT 1 & AOOI AEGEAO 11 )T AEAT #EOEOOEAI
organised a peaceful demonstration in London in which several thousand people took part.

Memorandums and Signed petitions were handed over to Prime Minister Gordon Brown at 10, Downing

Street and also to Indian High Commissioner in London.

C
C

Key points from his speech:

Samuel pointed out that Indian Caste System has five categories and not four as people are generally told.
The fifth and the lowest category is cafld Untouchables and they have been victims of caste prejudice for
centuries. RSS and other fatic organizations are continually committing atrocities against Christiandn
India, particularly targeting those who converted from lower castes. Caste System is the cancer of Indian
society and the only wayto cure cancer is to remove itPeople from lonv castes must be acknowledged as
individuals and not as pollutants to the society. Indian Christians have discarded Hinduism as it had
nothing but hatred and contempt for people from low castes. They have found equality in worship, feeling
that they are vdued and sense of prideand dignity in Christian Faith.Although Indian Christians have left
Hinduism behind but they are still being victimized by Hindu Fanatics in the UKHindus are trying to
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attach the stigma of low castes a Indian Christians and ttley also have to suffer from caste discrimination
in the UK, which is totally unacceptable as we now liva iChristian country. Even SikhCommunity

openly practices the caste discrimination in the UK. Samuel urged all the community groups to unite and
take necessary stepsa root out caste discriminationfrom the British Society before it is too lateHe also
urged British Government to take steps to root out caste discrimination from British Society by inclusion
i £ O#AOOASG ET OEA wWBIOOEAI I ETC 3ETCI A %NOAI E

Rob Marris MP:

Rob is Member Parliament from Wolverhampton South West and truly represent the people in his great
city that hasasignificant presence of people who are victims of caste prejudice. He is a very close friend
and political mentor of Councillor Elias Mattu and therefore has dirsthand knowledge of how caste is
affecting people in the UK. Rob has always beekeen supporter of CasteWatchUKral the cause that we
are dealing with. He helped CasteWatchUK to organise a conference atltoeise of Commons in
November 2007 in which various community groups highlight existence of caste discrimination in the UK.
This conference brought our issues to a head with Hindu Fundamentalists who tried to put obstacles in
our way by bringing out two hurriedly prepared research reports opposing our work.

Key points from his speech:

Rob started his speech by saying that Dalit Solidarity Network UK, of which he is a trustee, has started a

new campaign to putpressure in Indian Governmentl OOT & O- AT OA1 3 AAOAT CET ¢ «x
work was made unlawful in India many years ago but the laws in India do not get enforcebhdia is

aspiring to become amember of UN Security Council but how can it be allowed when there are blatant

violations and disregard of basic human rights of its citizens. Here in the UK, fanatical Evangelical

Christians are being blamed for stirring up caste problems due to a conversion agenda. We all know that

caste discrimination goes on in the Indian communitesandE O EO OAA OiI OAA OEAO O#.
»NOAI EOQOU "EiI 18 ) OOCCAOO OEAO Ul O OEIT OIA All xOEOA
ET Al OAA O# A O 6édudity Eill. La@sHnfa c@uiry @@find the acceptable standard of behaur

and social responsibilities. Slavery does not exist but it is against the law to practice slave®ymilarly,

caste discrimination should also be made unlawful.

David Web:

Ex Police Superintendent from Birmingham and author of abook A1 1 AA O®BA | EABHVKT x 6 8
was also President of the Rotary Club in Birmingham and Ehairman of Birmingham Community

Relations Council and made an excellent contribution in challenging Institution&acism in the British
Society.He is now a member of CasteWelhUK and is committed to root out this socialal from British
Society beforeit is too late

Key points from his speech:

People from India came in early sixties and there was no caste discrimination. People worked very hard
to establish themselves in thisountry. There was institutional Racism and | worked very hard alongside
Indians to campaign against racism. Racial Equality Act was passed and over a period of time, racism has
cometo be seen asanti-social Behaviaur in this country. | worked asSuperintendentPolice and also as
Chairman of Racial Equality Council in Birmingham. | know that caste puelice and caste discrimination
goes on this country in the Indian community. | took part in the campaign against racial discrimination
because in myview it was unfair to treat people badly on the basis of racéhave now joined

CasteWatchUK to campaign against caste discrimination because it is disgraceful to see that those who
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have experienced racial discrimination before, are now quiteappy to practice caste discrimination

which | find as extremely hypocritical. In the UK, Caste discrimination is beginning to take roots but there
should be no place for it in theBritish Society. People from all castes have worked hard and whatever

level they havereached, they have achieved on the basis of their own mefitam convinced that unless

law is brought in as adeterrent, like it was done for racial discrimination, Caste discrimination would not

00i P8 )O EO Ei bl OO0AT 6 OfekquaiBAOOASG EO ET Al OAAA EI

Dr Charan Bangar:

Dr Bungar is an academic from Ravidassi community and was an inspirational leader in the eaMgars of
this community group in the UK. Dr Bunger strongly believes the only way castesdrimination can be
rooted out is by empowering the victims with education. Dr Bungar is the founder trustee of a charity
called GREAT Guru Ravidas€ducational AssistanceTrust. This charity funds the higher education for
those who have the abilities but cannot afford the education.

Key points from his speech:

Caste system that we observe and face in the UK was an innovation of Aryan invaders many centuries ago back
in India. Caste discrimination against untouchables is a reflection of the fear that untouchables may rise above
the people from higher castes. Conversion to a different religion just to escape from caste discrimination
would not solve the problem. Dr Bunger said that he suffered caste discrimination in India but did not find
caste prejudice in Sikh religion. On his arrival in the UK, he had to live in Birmingham where there was a very
significant presence of people from India. Caste discrimination was rampant it was very demoralizing. He had
to aquire higher education to overcome the caste prejudice. His education empowered him and his family. Dr
dzy 3SNJ NBI f AT SR GKS AYLERZNIIFIYyOS 2F SRdz2OF A2y -l & |
Guru Ravidass Educational Assistance Trust. Education can empower people and is the only sure way of
eradicating the caste discrimination in ones life. Dr Bunger emphasized that all the organization should unite
YR Llzi LINBaadzaNB 2y (GKS . NARGAAK D2@SNYyYSyid G2 AyoOf
the caste system are the lowest of the low.

Councillor Elias Mattu:

Councillor Mattu is a LabourCouncillor in the City Council of Wolverhampton and has always taken keen
interest in the service of his constituents irrespective of their race, religious beliefs or caste backgrounds.
He has personally seen caste discrimination practices in employment and recentlgalt with a case
involving Caste Discrimination. He has personally experienced caste discrimination in India and again in
the UK and therefore speaks on the basis of his personal experiences.

Key points from his speech:

It is our duty to protect our basic human rights in this country. It is extremely important that we stop

caste discrimination from taking roots in this country. People are treated as less than human in the caste
system. | know that it is difficult to change things back in India but it shdd be possible for us to do
something in the UK. | know that people are suffering from Caste discrimination and it needs to be
stopped. People who want to find evidence of caste discrimination in thgK;l invite them to come to
Wolverhampton. It is takingplace in employment and everywhere. It is happening but it is only noticed

by those who suffer from it. Caste prejudice is in the DNA of Indians and they carry it with them wherever
they go. Sangh Parivaar in India and their members here in the UK are proting the caste system and it

is important that they are exposed. | am proud to be a Christian but | also respect people from other

Page 8 of 17



CasteWatchUK Conference Report

faiths. There is no room for anyone to bring their bad way of life into Christian way of life. Churches
should be alerted gainst Christian converts from upper castes because they need to be clearly educated
about the concept of equality, irrespective of caste. | have no doubt thatsPdentury is going to be the one
to put an end to caste system.

Mr Virender Sharma:

Although Mr Sharma is from Brahmin background, his family has a fantastic history of taking actipart

in liberation movement in Indiaz Liberation not only of the rich high caste people but the real liberdbn

of real people irrespective d their religion or caste. He has continued with his family commitment to the

deprived and needypeople by joining labour partyin the UK taking very active part in fighting

institutional racism in British Society and now he has joined us ifighting institutional Casteismin the

British Society. Mr Sharma is a member of Joint Committee for Human Rights and we knownGhaE A8 1 1 Al
whatever is possibleto get caste included in the Single equality bill.

Key points from his speech:

In 21st century, our commitment should be for a casteless society. We need to deliberate on what
OOOAOACEAO xA TAAA O 1 AEA OEEO bi OOikckdeArsaddition@ OB DI C
clause- Caste. It is an evil where a society is divided from birth of an inddual in a family. The situation

is different in the UK because here a Brahmin can be a sweeper and a Jaat can be a carpenter. We need to
have a fresh look at the caste system. We need to build trust and we need to have people to join us in
fighting this evil. Sikh Gurus gave a new way of life and Sikh faith believes in equality. However, in

modern times, even people from Sikh faith have a sectarian approach to life. | come from a family where |
was taught that all human beings are equal and everyone indfsociety should be valued. | want to say

that CasteWatchUK is doing a great job by raising public awareness about caste discrimination in the UK.
CasteWatchUK has created a movement that would be remembered for rooting out caste discrimination
from the British Society.

Michael Posely:

7A EEOOO i A0 -EEA AO , AEAAOOAO AOOEIT ¢ OEA PAOMAE Oi A
with the reality that play was trying to highlight. He came and offered to help CasteWatchUK with our

campaign becausée believes that thee should be no place for casteigicrimination in British Society.

Mike is a Barrister and a Prison Governor.

Key points from his speech:

Caste discrimination in the UK is real and needs to be rooted out before it is too late. There are three
main culprits in the world of caste discrimination : 1) Oppressor: who have perceived power which they
are reluctant to let go. 2) Victims: who fal to stand up and challenge the oppressor3) Law Makers:
Who are reluctant to address the problem.

There are two types of people who can engage in irresponsible sochaviour - ignorant and bigots.
People who are ignorant do not know what they @ doing and do not understand the implications of
their behaviour. Bigots are the people who know exactly what they are doing and they intend to cause
harm and pain to people and create problems in the society. People who practice caste discriminations
are bigots and only change in the law can stop these people from causing pain to the victims of caste
discrimination. Government should take side of the victims and address the problem of caste
discrimination.
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Moses Parmar:

Moses Parmar leads over 1,000 people engaged in humanitarian and charitable work across North India.
Projects include 31 schools which primarily serve Dalit children, seminars for women on theliegal rights
and empowerment, and dozens of micr@nterprise initiatives. During his extensive international travels,
Mr. Parmar has captured audiences ranging from 50 to 50,008eople with his riveting and articulate
stories about the transformation of communities. As a Dalit who hails from Gujarat stateyir. Parmar
talks about the power of knowledge and educatiory both formal and informal z in bringing true
freedom, equality, and peace. Mr. Parmar has more than 25 years experience in holjstensformational
work and currently directs multiple organisations in India.

Key points from his speech:

Moses expressed concerns about how High Caste establishment in India is using state machinery to
humiliate minority communities just because theyare converts from low castes.The atrocities in Orrisa
against Chistian community and violence against Muslim community in Gujrat are examples where law
enforcement authorities were a silent witness to the crimes against converts from low castes. Babri
Mosque case is also another example when violence, killings, rapiagd burning took place in the
presence of Police. Argument of conversion is used to counter Christianity. High caste Hindus are
unashamedly pursuing the Hindutava Philosophy not only in India but globally, which promotes the
supremacy of higher castes Hiidus. Only those who have converted from low castes, Christianity or Islam,
are singled out for humiliation and attacks. A new strategy of turning Dalits and Tribal people against one
another and make them kill one another is working very effectively. Thmedia and Government forces

are under the control of High Caste establishment and it is not very difficult to cause misunderstandings
and division amongst members of Dalit communities. Moses proposed three action points :

1). Unite as many community group as possible in the UK to start a movement to end caste
discrimination.

2). Fight Hindutava forces in the UK who are trying to establish Hindu supremacy in this country as well.

3). Do not forget to get involved in India. You do not have to be a Chrstito take part in supportive
action.

I cannot undergand what is stopping British Government from providing protection to its citizens from
Caste discrimination whicheveryoneknows goes on here.

Dr William Sidhu:

Dr Sidhu is Chairman of Asian ChristiaRellowship in the UK and has supported the work of
CasteWatchUK since its formation in 2004. He strongly believes that people should have to chose the
religious faith they feel happy with and no religious community should be allowed to engage in maliggj
the religious beliefs of other faiths. Dr William has strongly condemned Hindu Fundamentalist
propaganda of blaming Christian missionaries for the forced conversion of people from low castes. In his
view, his ancestors did not find any sense of dignityespect, love or belonging to Hindu religion and as a
result they converted to a faith that gave everything that Hinduism was not capable of giving.
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Key points from his speech:

Dr Sidhu pointed out that India outlawed Caste discrimination in 1947 bynaking it unlawful. UK
Government is now trying its best to outlaw all forms of discrimination through Single Equality Bill. Caste
discrimination is practiced vigorously in India and now it is showing its ugly head here in the UK. Some
people only want toshow that they are superior. It must not be allowed in this country but unfortunately
Government has chosen to turn a blind eye to the problem. Perpetrators of caste discrimination are being
asked if they practice caste discrimination. The pleas and represtation from the communities that are
victims of caste discrimination are being totally ignored. Dr Sidhu emphasized that education is one way
of ending the disadvantage. Caste discrimination must be fought at every level of the society as we live in
a Chistian country and there is no room for caste prejudice in our faith. God made every human being as
his true image and all of us are equal in the eyes of God.

Professor Bipin Kumar Jojo:

Professor Jojo in an eminent academic from our communities amah expert in Communities' Informal
Care andWelfare Systems, governance, participatory development and with a special interestTinbal
issues in India. (Currently: Commonwealth Fellow, School of Oriental and African Studies, University of
London). Hehas done a lot consultancy work witiMlaharashtraGovernment Orrisa Government where
all these atrocities on Christian took place, and also Government of India on various issues related to
Equity and empowerment of people that are victims of caste andilwer prejudice in India.

Key points from his speech:

All Christians in India are converts from Hinduism. According to the National census, the figures show
that Christian population in India is declining. Therefore propaganda about conversion agenda issue is
not really valid. Christians Dalits in India are bing victimized on two fronts- caste discrimination as well

as religious discrimination. Dalit Christians are now asking for changes in the law through affirmative
action. Awareness about human rights is growing amongst Dalits and Adivasis in India thigilueducation
and they are asserting their rights. Despite the fact that Hindu Temple entry law was passed back in 1947,
still many temples do not allow Dalits to enter their premises. Previously Muslims were the target of

Hindu violence but now issue of coversion is being given prominence and Christians are coming under
attack in India by right wing Hindu Fundamentalists. State machinery is being used | India to commit
these atrocities and the culprits are never caught and brought to justice. In the UKa&tmachinery is
approachable and therefore role of political engagement is very important. Unless step are taken to
eradicate the problem, Right Wing Hindu Fundamentalist forces would succeed in establishing High Caste
Hindu supremacy in the UK as well.

Councillor Jas Parmar:

Councillor Parmarfrom Bedford City Council is from Conservative party. He is expected to stand
in the forthcoming election from West Midlands and has always taken keen interest in struggle
against racial discrimination.
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Key points from his speech:

Caste System comes from people who suffer from bigotry. It is a human thing and for centuries we have
witnessed the problem but have done nothing about it. Obviously the perpetrators are going to deny this.
How many times criminals acceptheir crime without investigation and trial. The victims also need to

stop playing the victim card and need to do urgently do something and challenge the caste discrimination.
Unite, educate yourself and fight for equal rights. Only two types of peoplercpractice caste

discrimination - bigots or nutters. In my experience, nutters do not know what they are doing whereas
bigots know exactly what they are doing. This problem of caste discrimination in the UK is real and is not
going away easily.

Mr Gian Chand Ghaiwal:

GianChand Ghaiwals the founder of Central Valmik Sabha (UK International) and one of his greatest
contribution to Valmiki Community is the foundation of first Valmiki Temple in Europe located in this city
of Coventry. Gian has dwe anexcellent work in getting Valmiki community united globally and they are
now fighting right wing Hindu Forces in India who are stopping thenirom building a Valmiki Templein
Amritsar that would be the maincentre of pilgrimage for the Vémiki community t hroughout the world.

Key points from his speech:

It is always a difficult issue to discuss and deal with issue of caste discrimination, whether it is in India or
here in the UK. Caste discrimination in the UK can be seen all around us. Hindu Fundamentalist forces are
denying its presence in this county and it is sad to see that authorities in the UK find it convenient to
ACOAA xEOE OEA DPAOPAOOAOI 008 )O EO 110 OAOU AEEEEA
only come from the victims. Hindu caste system is being propagated throlughe temples, it is being

taught in the schools, children are bullied in schools and universities. We cannot wait for the world

around us to become faiandequaB 7 A861 1 EAOA O1 OT EOA AT A EECEO A C
British Governmentto take the side of the victims and not the perpetrators who are so worried about
inclusion of caste in the single equality bill because they know that the perpetrators would be punished if

it made unlawful. It is important that we expose the right wing khdutava forces taking foothold in the

UK. How can BJP be allowed to establish itself and flourish in this country when the political

establishment has banned its own similar right wing fanatic party BNP. It does not make sense. All kinds

of atrocities aretaking place in India every day. You just have to read the newspaper or go on the internet
and people from low caste are mistreated and denied their rights. Houses get burnt, nuns are raped,
religious places are destroyed and children are getting killedybthe Right Wing Hindu Fundamentalists
everyday and yet we are told by Hindu leaders in the UK that when these people arrive at Heathrow
Airport, they suddenly become civilized. It would be a good reflection on these leaders if they just accept
that problem of caste discrimination is unacceptable in British Society and needs to be rooted out. | have
this newspaper with me and there is a story of Mr Davender Ghai who is campaigning for rights of Hindus
to die with dignity. | would like to ask Mr Ghai what las he ever done for Hindus from low castes who are
campaigning for their humanrights to live their lives in the UK with dignity.

Mr Joel Masih:

Mr Joel Masih isan evangelical preacher from Indian Christian community in BradfordHe has worked
hard to mobilise his community and preach the message of Bible to those who have converted from
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Hindu faith. According to him, it is not only people from low castes but many Indians from high castes
have also converted to Christianity partialarly in the UK.

Key points from his speech:

OATPT A A£OTT 11Tx AAOOAOG AOA AAI T AA AU AAOT CAOIT OU 1A
Hindi is called shackle worn on the feet which signify slave identity. People from low castes were actually

slaves and have lived the life of deprivation and indignity for centuries. Hindus are hypocrites because

OEAU x1 OOEED O2Ai AUAT 6 AOO OEAU EAOA PATPI A xEI AC
from low caste but through education he rose to great hghts and wrote the constitution of India. | am

from Bradford and when Indian people go to work, they want to know what caste are you from. If they

find out that you are from low caste, they start a hate campaign and make your life very difficult. People

who suffer from caste discrimination should unite and put pressure on the Government to change the law

and make caste discrimination unlawful. People from Hindu community are right wing fundamentalists

and they do not want people from low castes to be libated. Christianity teaches that God loves everyone

equally. President Obama in USA has proved that Black community has overcome the disadvantage. | have

no doubt that our communities can also fight and overcome the disadvantage because of caste.

Mr M J Alam Shah:

He also represents the interests of Pakistani Christians who, like in India, are always being victimized by
Muslims community in Pakistan. Mr Shah is one of the first generation Pakistani Christians who came
from a very educated and privileged bBckground and has been very activén the Christian community in
Coventry and also at a national level in the UK. Pakistani Christian community is a very effezand
influential group and have always worked and worshipped together with Christians fromridia and
showing to rest of the world that faith can demolish hatred between Indiand Pakistan.

Key points from his speech:

| am a Christian from Pakistan and there are Hindus there as well. | know that caste prejudice is in the

social fabric of Hindus where ever they are and they take the caste system with them wherever they go. In
Pakistan, it is not easy to be a Christian who are not treated with dignity and respect. | sometimes think

that if | could, | would ask God why he made me a criminal beforeev| was born. Here in the UK, caste
discrimination is everywhere. | read the newspapers and many times | come across articles and

comments from Hindu Leaders, particularly Mr Jay Lakhani. He is always trying to deflect attention from
Hinduism by pointing finger at Christians for their conversion agenda. | am not aware of any such

conversion program to turn people against their religions in the UK or anywhere else. If people are not

treated with respect and only experience hatred in a religion, they are bod to seek these things from
somewhereA1 OA 8 -0 ,AEEATE EO ECiIiTOAT O AAT OO OEA OAAOE
is not easy to convert. | have one message for Mr Lakhani that we were not invited by Her Majesty the

Queen to come to tis country. Now that we are here, we must have decency to respect the British Values.

We left our countries of birth to find a new way of life in Great Britain. We should have left all the bad

things behind us. If we bring bad values with us to this counyrand contaminate the British Values, where

do we go from here. | know that we cannot change the situation in India or Pakistan Huirge all the

organizations to join this campaign for putting an end to caste system and caste discrimination in the UK.

| also urge British Government to take steps to ensure that one section of the community does not

ET OEIl EAAOA T OEAO CcOi 6O xET EAOA ANOAI EOI AT OECEC
O3ET CI A %NOAI EOQU6 AEI T AT frightQvingHindds o bebavé phopelly butA OO A C A
would send signals to other countries including India.
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Q&A Panel: Councillor Elias Mattu, Samuel Masih, David Webb & Davinder Prasad

Q1: What makes CasteWatchUK think that Caste discrimination can be rooted out from British
Society?

Panel: Caste System is a form of social control in which members of the so called low castes are
subjected todiscri9mination and social disadvantages which are not acceptable in a modern democracy.
Caste System hasden in existence in India for centuriesnd is origins can be traced to the old Hindu
religious scriptures which give a religious sanction to a life of total depravation and degradation for
members of low castes. Howeverinthis country everyone is guarameed equality of opportunity in social
life, education, employment and areveryone isfree to practice their religious beliefs. Members of the so
called low castes havachievednew and greater heightsn the UKand they can be seen in all kinds of
professions e.g. Doctors, teachers, lawyers, barristers, magistrates, politicians, businessmen, professors,
consultants, managers, scientists, researcherartistic directors, actors, producers, film makers and the
list goes on and on. All this has beegichieved without any reservation in education or employment. Our
people have proved all the Hindu Theories wrong and have demonstrated that given equal opportunity,
we can compete on the basis of our abilitgkills andtalents. We are also fortunate to béving in the best
democracy in the world which does not tolerateany kind of discrimination and we have no doubt that
action would be taken to address the problem of caste in this country and this pernicious form of
discrimination would be rooted out.

Q2: What is CasteWatchUK doing to stop Caste discrimination from UK ?

Panel: CasteWatchUK has been working very hard to raise thpeiblic awareness abouexistence of caste
discrimination in the UK because we believe that the problem has been brushed undke carpet for
decades by the authorities and those who promote this social eviUnless the problem is highlighted, the
victims of this social evil will have to suffer for many more decades. We have raised awareness by taking
part in the discussions ornthe Radio and T\€hannels,newspapers, magazines and we have a walite
internet www.castewatchuk.org. We have held workshops and conferences in which people from all the
community groups, religious faiths, acadeia and political backgrounds have taken part. Our artistic wing
O#AOOA ' xAU 1 006006 EAO xOEOOAT h AEOAAOGAA AT A POl AOA
this play on a national tour. We believe that theatre is the most effective way of reachitige hearts and
minds of people- victims and those who are perpetratorsWe have had meetings with department for
Education and Skills and have highlighted that teaching of Caste System in schools in its present form
should be banned. We are also lobbyimgpliticians and British Government for change in the anti
discrimination law and inclusion of caste as a ground for discrimination in the single equality bill.

Q3: We see only older generation taking part in the conference speeches. What is CasteWatchUK
doing to involve people from younger generation?

s o~ oAz s

Panel: CasteWatchUK ha® AOU AAOEOA ET O1 1 OAI AT O 1T &£ Ul 01 ¢AO 1 AT
1 0006 AT T OEOGOO 1T &£ UT O1T CAO T A AAOO AT A OEAEO b1 AU C
Birmingham and Leicester. Packed audiences in these performances and excelfeetdback

demonstrated how serious the problem of caste discrimination is and people from ahe communities

are ready to challenge thaBritish Asian society to bring aboutchange, promote equality for all, encourage
community cohesion and integration. CasteWatchUK conducts its work through sgebmmittees and

three of its five subcommittees have younger members as chapersons.
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Q4. How can Single Equality Bill change the way people think about castes?

Panel: CasteWatchUK is only campaigning for elimination of discrimination on the grounds of caste.
People came into this country in fifties and sixties and they all worked very hard to start their lives in this
country. David Webb, now a member of CasteWatchUK , was a police superintendent in Handsworth
Area in Birmingham and he supported the campaigns for Racial Equality in seventies and eighties and has
xOEOOAT A ATTE AAI 1T AA O01 1 EAE riinaids At the fnie wideh Badidd 4 EAC
served as Chairman of Racial Equality Commission, Handsworth, Birminghadbavid has observed that in
recent years, caste discrimination is on the increase and Indians & Pakistanis are now discriminating
against their ownpeople. David has very close friends who are from so called low cast@key havedone
really well in their lives and have achieved everything on the strength of &ir abilities and hard work.

David says that heworked hard in community policing andknows that unless caste discrimination is

made unlawful, it would not go away. David has been to India many times and he lpsonally seen

how people from low castes are mistreated. That kind behaviour towards their fellow British Citizens
cannot be tderated in this country. If the law is changed, it would send signals to general public that

caste discrimination is not acceptable in British Society. Those who are determined to create problems
and insist in following their agenda to assert their supewrity by birth would be dealt with through legal
machinery in this country. We thought that Racial discrimination would not stop when Racial Equality

Bill was passed in the parliament. Everyone knows what happens to people if they try togage in racial
discrimination. We aresure same would happen when legislation is changed and caste is included in the
Single Equality Bill.

Q5. CasteWatchUK is bringing Ethnic Minorities into disrepute by playing the victim card. People
from host community would think that these people are hypocrites, they are fighting campaigns
against racial discrimination but are doing worse things themselves in the name of caste system.
There must be other ways to root out caste discrimination?

Panel: We have tried to engage thoseho perpetuate caste discrimination and both Hindu Council UK

and Hindu Forum of Britain have chosen to oppose our work. We have invited these and other

organisations and they have not even bother to acknowledge any correspondence from us. We are glad

that leaders of Hindu Human Rights group is present in this conference today. They have told us that they

do believe that caste discrimination goes oand they want to join us in addressing the problem in the UK.

They have also highlighted that they organised similar conference in YMCA in London ormm@March but

both z Hindu Council UK as well as Hindu Forum of Britain boycotted their conference. We also sent

invitation of Hindu Council UK and Hindu Forum of Britain but as usual, they have not bothered to

respond to our request. Probably they know thathey can pull strings and make British Government do

whatever they want. We are lobbying Department of Education to change the way Hinduism is being

taught in the school and ban teaching of caste system in schools and preaching of caste prejudice inudind

OAil Pl AOs8 7A AOA OOUEIT ¢ OI OAAAE OEA EAAOOO AT A I E
#0Do 8 yO EO A | AOOGEOA AEAIT T AT CA £ O OO AOO AEAT CA
the deciding factor to protect basic humamights of the victims of caste discrimination in the UK.

Q6. Why has CasteWatchUK dragged other religions into the debate. Your fight is with Hindus and

why you can’t sit down and rWhyartéyowinvblhing Christialls lneom wi t
this debate?

Panel: CasteWatchUK has never asked Indian Christians to join our campaign for elimination of caste
discrimination. It is the fault of Hindu Council UK and Hindu Forurof Britain and they have, through
their fabricated and misleading Researcheports, dragged Christians into thecastedebate by blaming
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them for stirring caste problemsin the UK in order to convert low caste Hindus int@hristianity.
CasteWatchUK is a secular organisation and has provided a platform to Indian Christians to\pde
clarification to Hindu Organisations who are not present here to defend their false accusations about
conversion agenda. Indian Christians converted to Christianity from low castes and Hindus still do not
hesitate to mistreat themlike they do to fellow Hindus from low castes.

Vote of thanks:

Davinder Prasadsummarised the key points of the conference. He also extended welcome to members of
Hindu Human Rights Group who were present in the conference. These young members of Hindu
Community agree thatcaste discrimination is aproblem in the UK that needs to be addressed.
Propaganda about forced conversion to stir up caste problems in the UK is a simptaclusion of simple
minds of Hindu Fundamentalists to solve such a complex problem in the UK problem that could not be
solved by numerous Saints and Gurus in India for so many centuries, the self styled Right Wing Pundits
are giving assurances to British Government that they would solve the problem of caste discrimiima in
this country without any problem. According to their researchthese Pundits are saying thathere is no
evidence that shows caste discrimination in this country.

CasteWatchUK strongly contest the findings of these Pundits regardiegidence of castaliscrimination -
Firstly, one has to make an effort t@mpeneyes and try to look forthe evidence which is all around ug in
schools, in places of higher education, in temples, at community centres and social clubs and in
employment where people from South Asia are present ingmificant numbers. Secondly, instead of
asking those who perpetrate this pernicious form of discrimination, go and talk to those who suffer from
it Z the victims. Hindu Council UK and Hindu Forum of Britain, both conducted research and submitted
their reports within a gap of few weeks. It is amazing how the two researches have come to the same
conclusion. They seem to have started with tlieresearch byfirst establishing the conclusion andhen
working their way backwards to collect evidence to justif their conclusions. In case of Hindu Council
UK, the only evidence in the form of a statement from Shri Guru Valmik Sabha, Southall, tuned out to be a
fabrication and this Sabha has lodged a complaint to Hindu Council UK asking for an apolfmgybringing
their Sabha into disrepute by publishing a false statement which did not have their approvalHindu
Forum of Britain, on the other handdid not bother to consult the communities who are victims of caste
discrimination. None of the numerous organisatins that network with CasteWatchUK were approached
by Hindu researchers fortheir research on caste discriminationCasteWatchUK has no evidence of any
conversion agenda by Christian Evangelists and so called low caste Hindus have never seen any kind of
forced conversion neither in India or here in the UKIf people get disillusioned by a religious faith that is
so discriminatory and offers nothing but lies, hatred and humiliation, it would not be long beforpeople
start making choices. Davinder thanke all those who took time to attend the conference and support our
cause. It is important that Right Wing Hindu Fundamentalist groupsshould accept that they are now in
the UK and must show respect for the British Values and the religious faith of otheegple in this country

Davinder Prasad thanked all the Guest speakers who took time to attend this conference. He also thanked
those who attended the event and made a very good contribution. He also thanked the members of
CasteWatchUK who worked so hard tmake this conference a success.
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Engaging with other Organisations in the UK

CasteWatchUK has now achieved recognition and image, nationally and internationally, as the champion
of Caste related issues in the UK. Media, academic institutions, politiciaogmmunity groups and Dalit
organisations contact CasteWatchUK on Caste related issues regularly in person, by email and in writing.
Dalit Solidarity Network (UK), Voice of Dalit International, Dalit Freedom Network, Central Valmik Sabha
(UK), Indian Chrstian Concern, Asian Christian Association, Asian Christian Fellowship, Federation of
Ambedkarites & Buddhists Organisation, Ambedkar International Mission, Dr Ambedkar Memorial
Committee of Great Britain (Wolverhapton), Shri Guru Ravidass Sabha, JesmBioad , Shri Guru

Ravidass Sabha (Foleshill RoadyVest Midlands Faiths Forumand Committee forthe Legislation on

Caste Discrimination (CLCBJK), - are now working in partnership with CasteWatchUK to tackle Caste
discrimination in British Society.

We have engaged Equality & Human Rights Commission and are aiming to work in 2009 in partnership
with this organisation on issues related to human rights of victims of caste discrimination in the UK. We
are also in communication with Department for Communitis & Local Government, Joint Committee on
Human Rights in House of Commons , Department for Justice & Constitutional Affairs and Strength in
Diversity Team of Home Office.

Professor Eleanor Nesbitt (Warwick University) Professor Paul Ghuman (Aberystwyth \AMles),Dr

Nicholas Jaoul (University of Paris), Dr Sushut Jadhav (University College , London) and Ms Annapurna
Waugharay (Manchester University), Dr Meena Dhanda (Wolverhampton University) and Dr Vivek
Kumar(Associate Professor) Jawaharlal Nehru Univettsi, India are some of the members of
CasteWatchUK from the Academia who provide active support and guidance to the charity.

During 2007-08 the Executive Committee and Trustees raised awareness of Caste discrimination and

worked to fight for a legal remedyin the UK for incidence of Caste discrimination. Our work was opposed

AU (ETAO #1 O1TAEI 5+ xEI DOAI EOEAA A OAOU AT 1 0071 O6AC
surprise those community groups who are trying to root out caste discrimination from Btish Society.

Exposure to British Values does not seem to have made any difference to the rigid mind set and caste

prejudice of British Hindus. This report has been condemned for its contents and its conclusions by the
community groups who are victimsof the unacceptable social evil in the UK. It has resulted in emergence

of numerous organisations and groups throughout who are now working in solidarity for elimination of
AAOOA AEOAOEI ET AOGET1T A&OT1 OEA 5+ Al feEiakyBIOET T 1T £

Engaging with International Organisations

International Organisations have also been very supportive of the work of CasteWatchUK. Chetna
Association from Canada, National Conference of Dalit Organisations (NACDOR) , Backward And fjnor
Community Employees Federation (BAMCEF) from India, Buraku Organisation from Japan, Jakara Sikh
Movement from USA and a Human Rights group in New Zealand; All India Christian Council, Manuski
(India), Kamleshwar Valmiki Education Trust (Punjab) aresome of the organisations that have

developed links with the CasteWatchUK over the years.
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