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Aston University, Birmingham

Conference Resolution

For some time, CasteWatchUK has been concerned about the existence and spread of caste-based discrimination amongst the Asian diaspora – particularly amongst those from the Indian sub-continent. Besides its inaugural conference held in Coventry in 2004, CasteWatchUK has provided a platform to enable those who have faced caste discrimination to come forward and share their experiences for sensitizing the society at large.
Today’s conference deliberated to raise the profile of this pernicious form of discrimination, which is now affecting communities in the UK. It is in this context the conference discussed the significant issue of Caste and Social Cohesion. 

Taking cognisance of the prevalence of a Caste Divide in Britain and its associated Caste prejudice and concluding its detrimental effects on community cohesion, the conference hereby resolved:-

To campaign for the removal of Caste based discrimination from British Society.
Whilst, respecting the imperatives of multiculturalism, to urge government to take cognisance of Caste as a stratified system of social exclusion and prohibit its propagation under the cover of religious and cultural rights, especially with respect to promotion of Caste based teaching through Hindu religious educational curricula.

To impress upon the Government of its legal obligation under the International Convention for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (ICERD) as recommended by the United Nations in 2003 to include in domestic legislation prohibiting Caste discrimination and analogous systems of inherited status.
To impress and educate the broadcasting media that Stereotyping of Jat Caste in the promotion of Punjabi Bhangra music is akin to broadcasting racist music under public licence is therefore unacceptable and breaches public broadcasting standards and guidelines.
To urge government to appoint a commission of inquiry to research into the extent of Caste based Discrimination in Britain. 
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